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SUMMARY  OF  HUMMINGBIRD  NESTING 
IN  GOLDEN  GATE  PARK 

During  the  spring  and  summer  of  1953,  I located  37  nests  of  Allen’s 
hummingbirds  (Selaspborus  alleni)  in  Golden  Gate  Park,  San  Francisco.  All 
but  one  of  these  nests  were  on  Strawberry  Hill,  the  island  in  Stow  Lake. 
Following  is  a summary  of  my  observations  on  these  nests. 

The  earliest  young  to  leave  their  nest  did  so  on  April  9,  the  latest  on 
about  July  5.  The  nests  ranged  from  2 to  80  feet  above  the  ground,  the  aver- 
age height  being  about  10  feet.  A majority  of  the  nests  (24)  were  in  Aus- 
tralian Tea  Trees  (Leptospermum  laevigatum) . The  others  were  in  various 
types  of  trees,  mostly  pines. 

The  following  data  are  from  only  the  24  nests  which  were  located  so 
that  adequate  observations  could  be  made.  In  15  nests  (62.5%),  both  young 
survived  and  left  the  nest  safely.  Three  nests  (12.5%)  never  got  beyond  the 
egg  stage,  and  6 nests  (25%)  got  only  as  far  as  the  young  hatching. 

One  of  these  nest  failures  can  be  attributed  to  the  weather,  and  circum- 
stances lead  to  the  conclusion  that  at  least  2 of  the  nests  failed  because  of 
human  interference.  Fortunately,  the  13  nests  that  could  not  be  watched  close- 
ly probably  fared  better  than  the  others  as  they  were  more  inaccessible. 

The  fact  that  only  2 eggs  are  laid,  coupled  with  the  high  rate  of  nest 
failures,  shows  that  once  hummingbirds  have  left  the  nest,  they  must  have 
comparatively  few  enemies. 

— Joel  T.  Hedgpeth 


NEW  MEMBERS.  We  welcome  the  following:  from  San  Francisco,  Leslie 
W.  Bartow,  Earle  Derby,  Olcott  Haskell,  Miss  Ruby  Lawson,  Miss  Nadine 
Lockwood,  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Sol  Maisler,  Miss  Birdie  Wilber;  from  Oakland, 
Mrs.  Arnold  Bondi,  Miss  Marielis  Forster,  Miss  Erline  Hevel,  Mrs.  S.  Van 
Ysen  Johnson,  Mrs.  H.  W.  Meads,  Miss  Joyce  Yokomizo;  from  Berkeley,  Miss 
Aileen  Pierson,  Mrs.  Robert  L.  Oswalt,  Mrs.  Annabelle  J.  Rose,  Mrs.  John  M. 
Saulsberry;  from  Lafayette,  A.  S.  Russell;  from  Hayward,  Edward  Lindsay. 
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AUGUST  TRIP  TO  ALAMEDA 

On  Sunday,  August  23,  a trip  was  taken  to  Alameda  to  observe  shorebirds. 
High  tide  at  Ft.  Point  was  4.9  feet  at  11:01  a.m.  PST,  low  tide  was  2.2  feet 
at  4:04  PST.  The  party  met  at  Lincoln  Park  at  1:30  PDST.  We  went  directly 
to  the  pool  on  the  south  side  of  Doolittle  Road,  Bay  Farm  Island.  Here  for 
the  last  few  weeks  a number  of  lesser  yellow-legs  had  been  feeding  together 
with  greater  yellow-legs.  We  found  same  with  a willet,  several  killdeer  and 
sandpipers  so  that  the  size  of  the  lesser  yellow-legs  could  be  studied  in  com- 
parison with  the  other  species.  Later  in  the  afternoon  a few  persons  returned 
to  this  pool  and  had  the  good  fortune  of  seeing  a black  tern.  It  is  interesting 
that  this  is  the  place  where  in  past  years  this  same  species  has  been  occasionally 
seen.  About  42  members  and  friends  were  present. 

Thirty-one  species  were  observed:  brown  pelican,  ruddy  duck  ,semi- 

palmated  plover,  killdeer,  black-bellied  plover,  Hudsonian  curlew,  willet;  great- 
er and  lesser  yellow-legs;  dowitcher,  western  sandpiper,  marbled  godwit,  avocet, 
northern  phalarope,  western  and  ring-billed  gulls;  Forster,  least,  Caspian  and 
black  terns;  mourning  dove,  belted  kingfisher;  barn  and  cliff  swallows;  logger- 
head  shrike,  western  meadowlark;  red-winged  and  Brewer  blackbirds;  house 
finch;  Savannah  and  song  sparrows. 

— Junea  W.  Kelly,  Leader  and  Historian. 


AUGUST  TRIP  TO  ORINDA  AND  ST.  MARY'S  COLLEGE 

On  August  29,  about  twenty  members  and  friends  visited  Cascade  (or 
Orinda)  Lake  and  St.  Mary’s  College  regions.  It  was  drizzling  most  of  the 
morning  and  heavily  overcast.  Twenty-four  species  of  birds  were  found  on 
the  trip,  as  follows:  great  blue  heron  (San  Pablo  Reservoir),  green  heron, 
turkey  vulture,  sharp-shinned  hawk,  sparrow  hawk,  acorn  (Calif.)  woodpecker, 
black  phoebe,  violet-green  swallow;  Steller  jay,  scrub  (Calif.)  jay,  wren-tit' 
robin,  olive- (russet-)  backed  thrush,  loggerhead  (Calif.)  shrike,  western 
meadowlark;  red-winged  and  Brewer  blackbirds;  house  finch,  lesser  (green- 
backed)  goldfinch;  spotted  and  brown  towhees;  lark  sparrow,  Oregon  junco, 
song  sparrow.  — Frank  A.  Scott,  Leader  and  Historian. 


DONNER  LAKE  COWBIRDS 

The  note  by  Mr.  Stoner  in  the  September  issue  of  THE  GULL  concerning 
the  presence  of  brown-headed  cowbirds  in  the  Donner  Lake  area  was  of  par- 
ticular interest  to  me  because  of  my  own  experience  there.  On  August  20,  1952, 
my  wife  and  I watched  an  immature  cowbird  being  fed  by  a Traill  flycatcher 
in  the  willows  just  below  the  state  camp  at  the  Donner  Monument . That  it 
was  at  all  unusual  never  occurred  to  me  since  I had  observed  the  species  fre- 
quently in  the  vicinity  of  Reno  and  northward. 

— Gordon  L.  Bolander 
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The  National  Audubon  Society  has  announced  the  appointment  of  William 
N.  Goodall  of  Pomona  as  Pacific  Coast  Representative,  succeeding  Vaughan 
MacCaughey  who  now  becomes  Special  Representative.  Sandy  Sprunt  continues 
as  Assistant  Pacific  Coast  Representative.  Mr.  Goodall  was  in  charge  of  the 
Audubon  Camp  of  California  at  the  Sugar  Bowl  this  past  summer. 

OBSERVATIONS 

EARED  GREBE,  Spreckles  Lake,  Sept.  2 (Joel  Hedgpeth);  WESTERN 
GREBE,  S.F.  Yacht  Harbor,  Sept.  10  (JH);  FULVOUS  TREE-DUCK,  4 at 
Mono  Lake,  July  25  (Ken  Schulz);  WOOD  DUCK,  male,  North  Lake,  Chain- 
of-Lakes,  Golden  Gate  Park,  Aug.  5 (JH);  WHITE-TAILED  KITE,  3 at 
Santa  Rosa  River  Lagoon  on  Aug.  2 (Wallace  I.  Atherton);  SURF-BIRD, 
Seal  Rocks,  Aug.  5 (JH);  BLACK  TURNSTONE,  Seal  Rocks,  Aug.  5 (JH); 
Land’s  End,  4 on  Aug.  23  (KS);  WANDERING  TATTLER,  Land’s  End,  2 
on  Aug.  23  (KS);  BAIRD  SANDPIPER,  2 at  KRE  Pool,  Berkeley,  Aug.  9 
(Larry^Curl) ; WILSON  PHALAROPE,  6 at  Bay  Farm  Island,  Sept.  6 (KS) ; 
NORTHERN  PHALAROPE,  Metson  Lake,  July  31  (JH);  BLACK  TERN, 
Mono  Lake,  July  25  (KS);  PIGEON  GUILLEMOT,  4 at  Land’s  End,  Aug. 
23  (KS);  ALLEN  HUMMINGBIRD,  last  seen  on  Sept.  10  (JH);  El  Cerrito, 
still  present  Sept.  19  (Larry  Curl);  DIPPER,  nest  with  3 young,  Lake  Tahoe 
(JH);  NORTHERN  (Grinnell)  WATER-THRUSH,  Dimond  Canyon,  Oak- 
land, Sept.  6 (KS);  WESTERN  TANAGER,  El  Cerrito,  Sept,  2-11,  eating 
fruit  of  Fuchsia  (LC). 

He  sfc  H1  % 

The  National  Audubon  Society  announces  publication  of  Research  Report 
No.  4,  "The  California  Condor”,  by  Dr.  Carl  B.  Koford  of  the  Department 
of  Zoology  of  the  University  of  California.  Report  No.  3 "The  Whooping 
Crane”  by  Robert  Allen  is  still  available.  Both  of  these  publications  are  priced 
at  $ 3.00.  It  is  stated  that  previous  reports,  on  the  Roseate  Spoonbill  and  on 
the  Ivory-billed  Woodpecker,  are  also  available  at  the  California  office  of  the 
National  Audubon  Society. 

The  National  Audubon  Society  also  announces  the  coming  publication  of 
"Land  Birds  of  America”,  by  Robert  Cushman  Murphy  and  Dean  Amadon 
of  The  American  Museum  of  Natural  History.  This  book  is  noteworthy  for 
its  221  photographs  in  full  color.  It  is  listed  at  $ 12.50  but  may  be  obtained 
at  the  special  pre-publication  price  of  $ 11  if  ordered  before  publication  date, 
October  15,  1953. 

The  September  1953  number  of  SUNSET,  on  pages  38  and  39  has  an 
article  entitled  "Get  to  Know  the  Hawks”,  with  6 drawings  and  2 photographs. 
The  article  is  credited  to  the  National  Audubon  Society,  and  the  author  is  Roger 
T.  Peterson. 

The  first  Audubon  Screen  Tour  Lecture  will  be  given  at  the  Berkeley 
High  School  Little  Theatre  on  October  7 at  8:00  p.m.  The  speaker  is  Alex- 
ander Sprunt,  Jr.  (who  is  Sandy’s  father)  and  the  subject  is  "Wing  Havens.” 
Tickets  for  the  Audubon  Screen  Tour  Lecture  Series  are  still  available  from 
Miss  Doris  Brenneman,  1740  Walnut  Street,  Berkeely,  phone  AS.  3-0607. 
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OCTOBER  MEETING 

The  433rd  meeting  of  the  Golden  Gate  Audubon  Society  will  be  held 
on  October  8 in  the  West  Auditorium  of  the  Oakland  Public  Library,  Oak 
and  1 4th  Streets,  at  7:30  p.m.  Following  the  business  meeting,  Dr.  Robert 
C.  Miller,  Director  of  the  California  Academy  of  Sciences,  will  speak  on  the 
stimulating  subject,  "Science  is  not  Dead”.  No-host  dinner  at  Zerikote’s  by 
Lake  Merritt  at  6 o’clock. 

— Dorothy  Dean  Scott,  Program  Chairman. 

OCTOBER  TRIP  TO  MARIN  COUNTY 

On  Sunday,  October  11,  to  Marin  County.  Meet  at  Point  Reyes  Station 
at  the  hotel  at  9:30  a.m.  (From  San  Francisco  take  7:35  bus.)  After  a stop 
or  two  along  the  southern  end  of  Tomales  Bay,  we  will  again  visit  the  new 
state  park  at  Shell  Beach.  After  lunch  we  will  probably  visit  the  Olema  marsh 
and  then  proceed  to  Bolinas  for  some  shore-birding;  if  time  permits  a final 
stop  may  be  made  at  Summit  Meadows  in  Mt.  Tamalpias  State  Park.  Leader, 
A.  Laurence  Curl,  LA.  6-7004.  Bring  lunch,  binoculars,  telescope,  and  inter 
ested  friends. 


OCTOBER  TRIP  TO  LAKE  TEMESCAL 

On  Saturday,  October  24,  to  Lake  Temescal  Regional  Park  in  Oakland. 
Meet  at  east  end  of  the  park  (Landvale  Road  and  Broadway  Terrace)  at  9 a.m. 
This  is  our  first  trip  to  this  area,  at  least  in  recent  years.  Leader,  Paul  Covel, 
Oakland  Park  Naturalist.  Bring  lunch  if  desired,  binoculars,  telescope  and 
interested  friends. 

— Albert  Boles,  Acting  Field  Trips  Chairman. 

The  Editor  would  appreciate  receiving  information  concerning  articles  on 
birds  which  appear  in  various  popular  and  scientific  magaines,  in  order  that 
he  may  mention  them  in  THE  GULL. 
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